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SWALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Telephone  No.  2325  Public  Health  Offices, 

Newton  House, 
Newton  Road, 
Faversham. 

July,  1949. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the  Swale  Rural  District  for 
the  year  1948. 

The  Report,  as  in  the  previous  year,  has  been  prepared  in 
six  main  Sections  in  which  I  have  incorporated  in  appropriate 
places  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Dunning. 

This  year  I  am  happy  to  record  some  measure  of  pi  ogress 
in  certain  aspects  notably  in  the  standard  of  efficiency  of  the 
Health  Department  consequent  of  the  appointment  of  second 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  Wilford,  and  in  the  number 
of  houses  made  available  for  the  District,  both  by  the  Council 
and  by  private  enterprise.  Although  the  situation  in  respect  of 
housing  shows  some  improvement,  the  housing  survey  reveals 
disquieting  features,  (vide  Section  VI)  particularly  the  high  pro¬ 
portion  of  people  inhabiting  dilapidated  and  insanitary  houses 
who  cannot  afford  to  apply  for  better  houses. 

In  the  field  of  vital  statistics,  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention 
to  the  drop  in  the  Birth  Rate  and  to  the  very  welcome  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate.  As  the  Death  Rate  has  also 
gone  down,  the  proportion  of  aged  persons  to  be  cared  for  in 
future  will  tend  to  become  larger. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  with 
gratitude  the  unfailing  assistance  I  obtain  from  my  colleagues 
on  the  Staff  of  the  Council  whenever  I  seek  it  ;<  the  excellent 
service  I  am  given  by  the  Public  Health  Staff ;  and  the  encour¬ 
aging  support  which  you  invariably  give  me. 

I  am,  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  CRICHTON, 

Colonel  I.M.S.  (Retd.) 
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SECTION  I. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

1.  CLIMATE 

The  winter  of  1947-48  was  a  mild  one,  but  the  summer  was 
marred  by  a  spell  of  cold  rainy  weather. 

The  monthly  temperature  and  rainfall  recordings  are  detailed 
in  Appendix  A.  (Page  19). 

2.  AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  —  70,000  (no  change). 

3.  POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population 
of  the  District  is  19,230,  an  increase  of  1,280  on  the  figure  for 
the  preceding  year.  As  the  natural  increase  in  the  population 
i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year,  amounts 
only  to  172,  it  is  presumed  that  the  increase  recorded  by  the 
Registrar  is  due  to  very  substantial  migrations  into  the  District 
of  which  the  Public  Health  Department  has  no  knowledge. 

4.  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 

(a)  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  has  risen  from  5,500  in 
the  preceding  year  to  5,975  a  difference  of  no  less  than  475 
which  is  a  reflection  of  the  excellent  progress  made  with  the 
housing  programme  in  the  District  (vide  Section  VI).  It  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  in  the  preceding  year  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  houses  as  compared  with  1946  was  only  20. 

(b)  Licensed  premises  with  living  accommodation  —  59  (no 
change). 

5.  RATEABLE  VALUE 

Rateable  Value  £69,710  (£68,186). 

«.  SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE 

Estimated  at  £275. 

7.  BIRTHS 

Males  Females 

(a)  Live  Births — Legitimate  195  171 

Illegitimate  12  13 

207  (235)  184  (20 h) 

Males  Females 

(b)  Still  Births — Legitimate  1  3 

Illegitimate  —  1 

_ 1  (4)  _ 4  (4) 

The  percentage  of  still  births  to  live  births  is  1.2%  as 
compared  with  1.8%  in  1947  and  2%  in  1946. 

*  Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  preceding  year. 


Total 

366 

25 


391  (4 39) 


Total 

4 

1 


5  (8) 
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(c)  Birth  Rate — 

The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  has 
fallen  to  20.3  per  thousand  as  compared  with  24.4  per  thousand 
in  1947  and  21.9  per  thousand  in  1946.  The  Birth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1948  was  17.9  per  1,000. 

(d)  Illegitimate  Rate — 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  to  legitimate  births  has  fallen 
appreciably  from  5.4  in  the  two  preceding  years  to  1.2  in  the 
year  under  review. 

8.  DEATHS 

(a)  Total  deaths  from  all  causes — 

Males  111  Females  108  Total  219  (228) 

(b)  Death  Rate  per  thousand  of  estimated  population — 

This  has  fallen  to  11. 1  per  thousand  as  compared  with  12.7 
per  thousand  in  1947  and  12.4  per  thousand  in  1946.  The  Death 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  was  10.8  per 
thousand. 

(c)  Causes  of  Death — 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  list  the  causes  of  death 
were  as  shown  in  Table  I  below. 


TABLE  I. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

(-) 

_ 

(~) 

1 

(-) 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

— 

(6) 

4 

(3) 

4 

(9) 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

3 

(-) 

Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

3 

(1) 

Influenza 

3 

(1) 

— 

(~) 

3 

(4) 

Measles 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Cancer 

9 

(22) 

16 

(13) 

25 

(35) 

Diabetes 

— 

(~) 

2 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

13 

(14) 

14 

(9) 

27 

(23) 

Heart  Disease  ... 

39 

(42) 

39 

(37) 

78 

(79) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

System 

2 

(-) 

3 

(-) 

5 

(-) 

Bronchitis 

4 

(6) 

3 

(2) 

7 

(8) 

Pneumonia 

9 

(7) 

3 

(9) 

12 

(16) 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

(1) 

— 

(2) 

1 

(3) 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

(1) 

2 

(4) 

4 

(5) 

Nephritis 

5 

(3) 

— 

(2) 

5 

(5) 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth 

Injuries,  Infant  Diseases 

1 

(5) 

2 

(3) 

3 

(8) 

Suicide 

1 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

2 

(2) 

3 

(2) 

5 

(4) 

Other  violent  causes 

5 

(3) 

2 

(2) 

7 

(5) 

All  other  causes 

10 

(8) 

10 

(9) 

20 

(17) 

Totals 

111 

(132) 

108 

(96) 

219 

(228) 

*  Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  preceding  year. 
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(d)  It  is  still  impossible  to  draw  up  an  accurate  statement  of 
deaths  by  age  groups,  but  it  can  safely  be  asserted  that  the  vast 
majority  of  the  deaths  registered  are  in  the  “  over  60  ”  group. 

(e)  As  in  former  years  heart  disease  is  shown  as  the  cause  with 
the  highest  prevalence  (55%)  with  intracranial  vascular  lesions 
in  the  second  place  with  12.7%.  Cancer  accounts  for  11.4%  of 
the  deaths  as  compared  with  15.3%  in  the  preceding  year,  and 
Tuberculosis  (all  types)  for  3.1%  as  compared  with  3.8%  in  1947. 
Lung  diseases  and  complications  i.e.  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  with 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Influenza,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
accounted  together  for  28  deaths  or  12.7%  of  all  deaths. 

(f)  Infant  Mortality — 

(i)  The  number  of  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  shows  a  welcome  decrease  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 
The  figures  were  9  deaths  as  compared  with  21,  making  the 
infant  mortality  rate  23  per  thousand  live  births  as  compared 
with  47.8  in  1947. 

(ii)  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
34  per  thousand. 

(iii)  The  causes  of  death  among  infants  were  as  follows  : — 


TABLE  II. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  —  INFANTS. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Congenital  Atelectasis  (22  hours)  ... 

1 

_ 

1 

Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  stomach  contents 

(5  months) 

1 

1 

Acute  broncho  pneumonia  (1  month) 

1 

— 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia,  Whooping  Cough 

(3  months) 

1 

_ 

1 

Congenital  Syphilis  (1  month)  (12  hours) 

1 

1 

2 

Subarachnoid  haemorrhage  (2  weeks) 

1 

1 

Prematurity  (2  hours) 

1 

1 

Heart  failure  due  to  aspiration  of  gastric  con¬ 
tents  during  sickness  and  Bronchitis 

(2  months) 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

5 

4 

9 

(g)  Still  births — 

The  number  dropped  from  8  in  1947  to  5  in  the  year  under 
review,  and  the  proportion  of  still  births  to  live  births  has 
increased  slightly  from  2%  to  2.3%. 

(h)  Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths — 

The  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths  was  172  as  compared 
with  211  in  1947,  and  the  difference  represented  a  percentage 
increase  of  43%  as  against  48%  in  the  preceding  year. 
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SECTION  II. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

1.  The  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 


TABLE  III. 


Infectious  Disease  Notified. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital  or 
Sanatorium 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

12 

(26)* 

11 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

145 

(48) 

— 

1 

Measles 

365 

(150) 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

(1) 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

(16) 

3 

12 

Erysipelas 

4 

(3) 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

(4) 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

(2) 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

16 

(10) 

8 

5 

,,  Non-Pul  monary 

3 

(3) 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning . 

2 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

559 

(268) 

25 

20 

*  Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  preceding  year. 


2.  The  age  distribution  of  the  diseases  notified  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  :  — 


TABLE  IY. 


Age  Group  Distribution  —  Infectious  Disease. 


Disease 

0-5 

—10 

-15 

—20 

—45 

over 

45 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

3 

5 

3 

1 

_ 

_ 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

82 

60 

— 

3 

— - 

145 

Measles 

163 

183 

15 

4 

365 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

9 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

— 

1 

— 

1 

13 

1 

16 

„  Non-Pulmonary 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Food  Poisoning . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  ... 

253 

252 

19 

11 

20 

4 

559 

3.  The  distribution  of  the  diseases  by  Parishes  is  shown 
in  Appendix  B  (Page  20). 
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4.  Comment — 

(a)  The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year  is  accounted  for  by 
seasonal  epidemics  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles.  The  severity 
of  these  diseases  varied  considerably  but  each  accounted  for  one 
death  in  the  lower  age  groups.  In  the  case  of  Whooping  Cough 
the  incidence  was  spread  fairly  evenly  through  the  year,  the 
largest  number  of  cases  (43)  occurring  in  the  third  quarter.  In 
the  case  of  Measles,  the  preponderance  of  cases  occurred  in  the 
first  and  second  quarters  of  the  year  dwindling  to  47  cases  in 
the  third  quarter,  and  4  in  the  last  quarter. 

(b)  Diphtheria  accounted  for  one  very  mild  case  in  a  child 
of  8  years  of  age  who  had  been  immunised  at  the  age  of  2  years. 
During  the  first  half  of  the  year  an  intensive  immunisation 
campaign  was  undertaken  to  catch  up  with  a  large  accumulation 
of  children  of  school  age  who  had  either  missed  their  initial 
(primary)  immunisation  of  whom  there  were  424  cases,  or  had 
not  received  a  “  booster 55  dose,  of  whom  there  were  742.  The 
programme  was  completed  just  before  the  function  of  immunisation 
was  transferred  to  the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority, 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

(c)  The  solitary  case  of  Dysentery  occurred  in  a  child  6| 
years  of  age  at  Newington.  This  case  was  completely  unconnected 
with  any  other  cases,  and  responded  readily  to  treatment  in 
Hospital.  The  infection  was  by  B.  sonne. 

(d)  Food  Poisoning  — 

(i)  One  case  was  notified  in  January  in  connection  with  an 
outbreak  which  originated  in  the  Sittingbourne  area  and  accounted 
for  some  24  cases  of  whom  four  were  identified  as  infections  with 
B.  sonne.  No  connection  between  any  of  the  cases  could  be 
established  despite  exhaustive  enquiries.  The  notified  case  occurred 
at  Oare,  the  patient  aged  82  years,  making  an  uneventful  recovery. 

(ii)  A  further  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred  in  Sept¬ 
ember  which  was  definitely  connected  with  an  anniversary  luncheon 
celebration  in  London.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  notified 
in  Faversham  and,  although  several  are  known  to  have  occurred 
in  the  Swale  Rural  District  Parishes,  only  one  was  notified  because 
of  the  mildness  of  the  attack  in  most  cases,  or  because  they  were 
not  recognised  as  cases  of  food  poisoning.  One  case  however,  in 
which  the  B.  'I'yphi  murium  was  isolated,  was  a  very  severe  in¬ 
fection,  and  for  some  considerable  time  the  case  was  on  the 
danger  list. 

(e)  Tuberculosis — 

(i)  The  balance  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  on  31st  December,  1948  shows  a  net  increase  of  10  cases 
over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  new  cases 
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notified  was  14,  only  two  more  than  the  1947  figure.  Of  these 
twelve  were  Pulmonary  infections.  There  were  5  transfers  to 
the  District  as  against  none  in  the  preceding  year. 

(ii)  Although  it  may  be  fairly  claimed  that  the  situation  in 
regard  to  Tuberculosis  is  in  hand,  the  fact  that  no  less  than 
twelve  new  cases  of  pulmonary  and  two  of  surgical  (non  pulmonary ) 
tuberculosis  cannot  be  said  to  be  satisfactory.  Tuberculosis  of 
the  pulmonary  type  is  an  infectious  disease  and  should  be  capable 
of  prevention  if  housing  conditions  permitted  it  and  sanatorium 
accommodation  were  available  for  all  cases  in  an  infectious  state. 
In  these  circumstances  particularly,  the  Government  decision 
to  make  B.C.G.  *(Bacille  Calmette  Guerin)  vaccination  against 
Tuberculosis  available  for  Tuberculosis  “  contacts  ”  is  very  welcome 
and  it  is  hoped  that  these  facilities  will  be  extended  to  the  area 
in  the  near  future. 


TABLE  V. 

Tuberculosis  Notifications. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

On  Register  1/1/48 

35 

(36) 

24 

(26) 

14 

(18) 

16 

(17) 

89 

(97) 

New  Cases  Notified 

4 

(5) 

8 

(5) 

— 

id 

2 

(1) 

14 

(12) 

Restored  to  Register 

1 

(-) 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Transferred  to  District... 

2 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

5 

(-) 

42 

(41) 

34 

(31) 

14 

(19) 

19 

(18) 

109 

(109) 

Died 

— 

(6) 

5~ 

(3) 

1 

(-) 

— 

(~) 

6 

(9) 

Recovered 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

2 

(5) 

3 

(5) 

Left  District  ... 

— 

(1) 

1 

G) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

2 

(6) 

Balance  on  31/12/48 

42 

(34) 

27 

(24) 

13 

(14) 

16 

(16) 

98 

"(88) 

*  Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  preceding  year. 

(f)  Other  Diseases — 

Apart  from  the  notifiable  diseases,  information  was  received 
from  the  School  Authorities  and  Medical  Practitioners  of  the 
occurrence  of  a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  chicken  pox 
particularly  in  the  Doddington — Newnham — Lynsted  area,  and 
of  a  number  of  cases  of  mumps  scattered  indiscriminately  among 
school  children  in  several  parishes. 
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SECTION  III. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  STAFF 

(a)  The  Health  Services  of  the  District  Council  have  been 
improved  during  the  year  by  the  addition  to  the  staff  of  a  third 
Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  Wilford.  The  appointment  of  this 
Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  it  possible  (a)  to  organise  the  routine 
work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  a  definite  regional  basis  with  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  immediate  supervisory  charge,  and 

(b)  to  take  up  with  vigour  and  determination  the  very  much 
needed  and  long  deferred  Rural  Housing  Survey  the  results  of 
which  are  stated  on  Page  18. 

(b)  The  Clerical  staff  has  undergone  several  changes.  Mr. 
C.  B.  Vandepeer  returned  from  service  in  the  Forces  on  1st  June 
1948;  Mr.  W.  G.  G.  Lewis  on  6th  September  1948,  while  Mr.  S. 
B.  Brook  left  in  November  1948  to  join  the  R.A.F.  on  his  National 
Service.  Mr.  French  is  employed  part  time  in  the  Department. 

2.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(a)  The  disinfection  of  infected  bedding  at  Keycol  Hospital 
under  the  old  arrangement  has  been  seriously  hampered  since 
“  the  appointed  day  ”  by  the  transfer  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority  (the  Kent  County  Council)  of  a  vehicle  which  has  served 
the  purpose  of  collecting  and  returning  material  for  disinfection. 
The  transfer  appears  to  have  been  inevitable  under  the  terms  of 
the  Act  and  the  District  Health  Authorities  have  hitherto  been 
compelled  to  improvise  transport  as  and  when  required  for  this 
purpose. 

(b)  Nothing  further  has  been  heard  of  the  improvement  of 
facilities  for  the  treatment  of  complicated  cases  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  at  Keycol  Hospital. 

3.  SCHOOL  HEALTH 

(a)  By  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  I  am  per¬ 
mitted  to  reproduce  the  following  extracts  of  the  findings  of 
School  Medical  Inspections  carried  out  in  the  District.  I  was 
personally  only  responsible,  in  my  capacity  as  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer,  for  Medical  Inspections  at  Milsted,  Bredgar  and 
Borden  County  Primary  Schools. 

(b)  The  number  of  children  examined  at  periodical  (i.e.  routine 
statutory)  medical  inspections  during  the  year  was  747  which 
included  219  entrants,  212  children  in  the  second  age  group,  63 
in  the  third  age  group  and  253  of  unspecified  ages. 

(c)  Of  the  pupils  inspected,  18.3%  were  found  to  have  defects, 
other  than  dental  defects,  requiring  treatment.  This  figure  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  that  obtained  in  the  preceding  year  i.e. 
22.2%. 
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(d)  As  in  the  preceding  year  the  commonest  defects  can  be 
classified  in  the  same  order,  thus  : — 

TABLE  VI. 


Defect 

Requiring 

Total 

Percentage 

Treatment 

Observation 

Nose,  Throat  (mainly 
tonsils) 

45  (61)* 

46  (50) 

91  (111) 

28.7  (53.1) 

Orthopaedic  (flat  feet, 

posture  defects  etc.) 

24  (37) 

26  (34) 

50  (71) 

15.7  (34.2) 

Eyes  (Vision,  squint 

other) 

29  (44) 

11  (15) 

40  (59) 

12.5  (28.5) 

Unclassified 

23  (33) 

13  (57) 

36  (92) 

11.3  (44.4) 

*  The  figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  findings  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  It  will  be  seen  from  these  that  there  is  a  consid¬ 
erable  improvement  in  the  number  of  defects  found. 

(e)  The  classification  of  the  general  condition  of  the  pupils 
inspected  during  the  year  is  as  shown  in  the  following  Table  VII : — 


TABLE  VII. 


Groups 

Number 

Percentages 

Inspected 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Entrants  . 

219  (336) 

36.5  (30.1) 

49.3  (47  9) 

14.2  (22.0) 

Second  Age  Group 

212  (204) 

41.2  (32.8) 

48.6  (56.9) 

10.4  (10.3) 

Third  Age  Group 

Other  Periodical 

63  (95) 

38.1  (20.0) 

52.4  (66.3) 

9.5  (13  7) 

Inspections 

253  (152) 

28.1  (53  3) 

59.7  (34.2) 

12.2  (12.5) 

Totals 

747  (787) 

35.1  (34.1) 

52.9  (49.8) 

12.0  (16.1) 

*  Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  preceding  year . 


(f)  Compared  with  the  findings  in  Urban  Districts  in  the 
area,  the  proportion  in  the  “  Poor  ”  category  is  higher,  and  that 
in  the  “  Good  ”  category  lower  in  the  Rural  District.  This 
difference  is  most  marked  in  the  Second  Age  Group.  The  same 
observation  was  made  in  the  report  for  the  preceding  year. 


(g)  Dental  Defects.  The  dental  defects 
inspections  are  summarised  as  follows  : — 

found  on 

routine 

(i)  Number  inspected  by  Dental  Officers 

2383 

(1748)* 

(ii)  Number  found  requiring  treatment 

890 

(684) 

(iii)  Percentage 

37.3% 

(39%) 

(iv)  Number  actually  treated 

443 

(472) 

(v)  Percentage  treated 

49.7% 

(69%) 

*  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  preceding  year. 
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Education  in  dental  hygiene  is  sadly  lacking  in  many  families. 
The  Education  Authorities  could,  with  advantage,  do  much  to 
remedy  this  serious  defect.  Compared  with  the  findings  among 
school  children  in  an  Urban  District  (e.g.  Sittingbourne)  the 
percentage  of  dental  defects  in  the  Rural  District  is  lower,  43% 
as  against  37.3%.  The  same  held  true  in  the  preceding  year  and 
probably  bears  some  relation  to  the  better  diet  enjoyed  by  country 
children  as  compared  with  town  children,  in  respect  of  fresh  fruit 
and  vegetables. 

(h)  Infestations  with  vermin.  The  total  number  of  inspec¬ 
tions  carried  out  was  5,271  (15,510)  of  whom  43  (405)  or  0.8% 
were  infested.  The  percentage  in  the  Urban  schools  was  0.6. 

SECTION  IV. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  WATER  SUPPLIES 

(i)  The  western  parishes  of  Hartlip,  Upchurch,  Lower  Halstow, 
Newington  and  Bobbing  are  served  by  the  Chatham  Water 
Company  supplying  partly  through  their  own  mains,  and  partly 
via  the  Swale  R.D.C.  The  central  and  eastern  parishes  of  Bredgar, 
Tunstall,  Borden,  Milsted,  Rodmersham,  Kingsdown,  Doddington, 
Lynsted,  Teynham,  Newnham,  Norton,  Eastling,  Ospringe, 
Stalisfield,  Throwley,  Badlesmere,  Sheldwich,  Boughton,  Selling 
Dunkirk,  Hernhill,  Graveney,  Luddenham,  Stone  and  Buckland 
are  well  served  by  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Company.  Bapchild  and 
Tonge  are  supplied  by  the  Swale  R.D.C.  and  Oare  by  the 
Faversham  Water  Company. 

(ii)  The  outlying  parts  of  the  parishes  have  to  rely  on  well 
water  and  it  has  been  noticeable  during  the  year  that  a  number 
of  these  wells  have  been  drying  up,  particularly  is  this  the  case 
in  the  eastern  parishes. 

(iii)  The  main  supply  was  extended  during  the  year  to  cover 
parts  of  the  parishes  of  Luddenham,  Buckland  and  Stone  and 
now  approximately  89%  of  the  houses  in  the  district  have  a  main 
water  supply. 

(iv)  Twenty  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination;  15  treated  and  5  raw  water.  The  treated 
wTaters  and  2  of  the  untreated  waters  were  quite  satisfactory  but 
3  of  the  untreated  were  not.  In  two  of  the  3  cases  main  water 
was  available  and  negotiations  were  started  for  connecting  the 
premises  to  the  main  supply ;  in  the  other  case  no  main  is  avail¬ 
able  at  the  moment  so  the  tenants  have  been  advised  to  boil 
all  water  from  this  source. 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  sewerage  of  Iwade  has  been  completed  and  74  houses, 
1  school  and  1  public  house  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer. 
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The  alterations  and  improvements  to  the  Conyer  system  have 
been  started. 

3.  HOP-PICKERS  AND  FRUIT  PICKERS  CAMPS 

(i)  There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  camps  and  no  im¬ 
provement  in  the  general  standard  of  sanitation  which  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  The  improvements  which  are  mainly  re¬ 
quired  are  in  the  type  and  design  of  latrines  which  are  not  flyproof 
and  which  are  in  other  respects  most  unhygienic  ;  in  the  facilities 
for  bathing  which  do  not  exist  at  all ;  and  in  the  facilities  for 
the  washing  up  of  cooking  utensils,  including  the  effective  disposal 
of  sullage. 

(ii)  The  conditions  obtaining  to-day  are  conducive  to  every 
possible  risk  of  infection  arising  from  insanitation.  The  only 
saving  grace  is  that  the  Gamps  are  occupied  for  very  short  periods 
at  a  time.  Nevertheless  it  is  desirable  that  improvements  should 
be  enforced  to  minimise  the  risks  at  present  incurred. 

4.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE 

(i)  Recommendations  have  been  made  for  the  improvement 
of  the  sanitation  of  the  C.P.  School  at  Teynham.  These  are  still 
under  consideration. 

(ii)  Recommendations  made  regarding  the  improvement  of 
lighting  in  the  C.P.  School  at  Milsted  have  been  carried  out  but 
so  far  the  unsatisfactory  latrine  buckets  remain. 

5.  INSPECTIONS 

A  detailed  statement  of  inspections  carried  out  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors  is  shown  in  Appendix  C.  {P.21) 

6.  FACTORIES 

A  detailed  statement  of  Factories  and  Workshops  registered 
with  the  Local  Authority  is  shown  in  Appendix  D.  (P.  22) 

7.  SCAVENGING,  CESSPOOL  AND  SEWERAGE  SERVICES 

An  effective  and  adequate  service  is  administered  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

8.  DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  23  houses  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and 
Tuberculosis. 
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SECTION  V. 

FOOD— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

1.  MILK  SUPPLIES 

Administration,  (a)  The  District  Authority  acts  on  behalf 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  respect  of  designated  milk,  taking 
samples  and  submitting  these  for  examination  to  the  County 
Pathologist.  Action  on  the  findings  other  than  that  in  respect 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  rests  with  the  Food  Authority. 
The  liaison  between  these  Authorities  leaves  a  very  great  deal 
to  be  desired  in  their  joint  interest  of  ensuring  a  pure  milk  supply. 
The  matter  has  been  represented  to  the  County  (the  Food 
Authority)  but  hitherto  the  situation  remains  “  in  statu  quo." 

(b)  The  number  of  samples  of  milk  “  Accredited  ”  and 
“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  taken  during  the  year  rose  to  40  from  24 
in  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  3  Accredited  and  13  “  Tuberculin 
Tested  ”  samples  were  unsatisfactory  i.e.  66.6%  as  against  a 
percentage  of  20%  in  1947.  However  the  majority  of  bad  samples 
occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  In  the  latter  half  there 
was  a  distinct  improvement  which,  it  is  hoped,  reflects  the 
greater  degree  of  supervision  now  possible  in  the  handling  of  milk. 

(c)  Milk  in  Schools.  The  responsibility  for  the  standard  of 
milk  supplied  to  school  children  rests  with  the  Education  Authority. 

(d)  Milk  Producers.  The  number  of  milk  producers  in  the 
District  is  62 ;  of  producer  retailers  30 ;  and  of  retailers  64. 

2.  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

(a)  No  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  District,  supplies 
coming  from  the  Slaughter  houses  in  Sittingbourne  and  Faversham. 
The  condition  of  both  these  slaughter  houses  has  been  the  subject 
of  a  representation  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  to  the  Sitting- 
bourne  and  Milton  U.D.C. 

(b)  As  a  result  of  inspections,  513  lbs.  of  Meat,  4  stones  of 
Fish,  and  17  tins  of  other  food  stuffs  were  condemned  by  the 
Inspectors  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

(c)  Details  are  given  in  Appendices  E  and  F. 

3.  BAKEHOUSES 

Satisfactory.  One  was  closed  during  the  year,  leaving  five 
in  commission. 

4.  FISH  FRYING  SHOPS 

The  number  has  been  increased  to  three.  All  have  been 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

5.  ICE  CREAM 

Ten  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  but 
none  is  made  or  reconstituted  in  the  District.  The  number  of 
samples  taken  has  been  small  (3)  but  it  is  hoped  to  improve  on 
this  during  the  current  year. 
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6.  RAT  DESTRUCTION 

The  details  of  the  services  provided  by  the  Council  are  as 
follows : — 


Number  of  Complaints 

21 

Found  on  Survey 

203 

Treated  by  Local  Authority 

209 

Houses 

88 

Shops  etc. 

30 

Farms 

74 

Tips,  Sewers  etc. 

17 

Treated  by  Occupiers 

15 

Estimated  Kill 

3,732 

Infestations  awaiting  treatment 

11 

SECTION  VI. 

HOUSING 

1.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  substantial  progress 
during  the  year,  the  number  of  houses  allocated  rising  to  166  as 
compared  with  107  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  119  were 
permanent  houses  erected  by  the  Council,  31  were  built  by 
private  enterprise  and  16  were  casual  vacancies  in  existing  houses. 
The  figures  for  the  preceding  year  were  59,  21  and  27  respectively. 

2.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  “  live  ”  applica¬ 
tions  was  521,  a  substantial  reduction  on  the  figure  obtained  at 
the  end  of  1947.  Nevertheless  there  are  still  many  cases  of 
acute  distress  among  whom  the  need  of  a  house  is  extremely 
urgent.  Of  the  521  applicants,  263  or  50.4%  are  sharing  a  house 
with  other  people. 

3.  There  is  one  interesting  aspect  of  the  present  housing 
policy  and  that  is  that  it  affords  little  relief  to  the  people  who 
are  living  in  dilapidated  houses  which  would  normally  either  be 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  or  which  would  require 
very  extensive  repairs.  It  has  been  revealed  during  the  present 
housing  survey  that,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  of  1,052  occupants 
of  houses  in  this  category,  only  25%  were  applicants  for  new 
houses,  the  remaining  75%  being  unable  to  afford  the  rent  and 
therefore  condemned,  to  live  in  squalor  unless  they  can  be  assisted 
to  pay  the  rent  charged  for  a  Council  house.  This  is  a  very  high 
proportion,  and  unless  means  can  be  found  to  bridge  the  gap,  it 
will  never  be  possible  to  get  rid  of  these  houses. 

4.  With  the  appointment  of  the  additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  it  was  possible  to  proceed  with  the  Rural  Housing 
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Survey  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  1,488  houses  had  been  sur- 


veyed  and  categorised  as 

follows  : — 

*  Category  I 

254 

17% 

„  n 

155 

16.4% 

„  m 

537 

36% 

..  IV 

334 

23% 

..  V 

208 

13.9% 

1,488 

APPENDIX  A. 


READINGS  RECORDED  AT  THE  BOROUGH  SEWAGE 

WORKS 


(By  courtesy  of  Mr.  Colin  Walton.) 


Month 


Maximum0 


Minimum0 


Rainfall 
in  ins. 


Average 

Daily 

Rainfall 


January 

55o 

'54o 

*  i  240 

2o  ' 

2.80 

2.74' 

I  .090 

.0884' 

February 

46« 

'42o  ‘ 

1  350 

’  80 

1.36 

T.69' 

!  .047 

'.0804' 

March 

57o 

'61o 

i  38o 

'  17o  ' 

.77 

3.89 

i  .025 

'.1254 

April 

74° 

'71o  1 

!  32o 

'28o  " 

1.80 

1  23 

1  .060 

".0410 

May 

76° 

'880  1 

i  330 

'31o  ’ 

1.39 

[•74 ' 

!  .047 

'.0239 

June 

860 

'  94o  ' 

;  440 

'43o  ‘ 

2.55 

'2.19 

!  .085 

'.0730' 

July 

880 

91o  ' 

i  45o 

'  48o  ’ 

1.16 

r1.47" 

!  .037 

'.0474' 

August 

84o 

‘83o  ' 

i  42o 

'48o  ■ 

2.27 

.11' 

i  .073 

'.0035' 

September 

78« 

’  82°  ' 

!  35o 

'36o  ’ 

2.36 

'.94 

1  .079 

.0313" 

October 

72o 

u  74o  ' 

1  26« 

'27o 

1.27 

'.34' 

1  .041 

r.0110' 

November 

61o 

=  64°  ' 

1  24o 

‘200  ■ 

1.61  [] 

L.2T 

!  .054 

*.0403' 

December 

58o 

r  60° ' 

i  18o 

'27o  H 

2.43  [2.29; 

!  .078 

‘.0739' 

Total 


21.77  [18.84] 


*  Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  preceding  year. 


*  Explanation 
Category  I 
„  II 

,,  HI 


>> 

» 


IV 

V 


Fit  for  human  habitation. 

Houses  with  minor  defects. 

Houses  requiring  Repairs,  Structural 
Alteration  or  Improvement. 

Houses  appropriate  for  Reconditioning. 
Unfit  for  human  habitation. 
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APPENDIX  B.  (Ref.  Page  10) 
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Badlesmere 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Bapchild 

2 

10 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

Bobbing 

0 

7 

14 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

25 

Borden 

1 

3 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

21 

Boughton 

0 

15 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

25 

Bredgar 

2 

2 

33 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

37 

Buckland 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Doddington 

0 

8 

33 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

43 

Dunkirk 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

Eastling 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Fav.  Without 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Graveney 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Hartlip 

0 

4 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Hernhill 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Iwade 

0 

16 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

Kingsdown 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Lower  Halstow 

0 

14 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

23 

Luddenham 

0 

0 

13 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

15 

Lynsted 

0 

8 

24 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

34 

Milsted 

0 

0 

8 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Newington 

2 

4 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

17 

Newnham 

0 

5 

27 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32 

Norton 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Oare 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

Ospringe 

0 

2 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

16 

Rodmersham 

0 

0 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Selling 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Sheldwich 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

Stalisfield 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Stone 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Teynham 

1 

21 

47 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

73 

Throwley 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Tonge 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Tunstall 

0 

3 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Upchurch 

2 

18 

28 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

51 

Totals 


12  145  365  1  9  4  1  1  16  3  2  550 
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APPENDIX  C.  (Ref.  Page  16) 
VISITS.  (Housing) 

Rural  Housing  Survey  1,558 

Housing  Acts  9 

Revisits  Housing  Acts  27 

Council  House  Applications  261 

Council  House  Tenancies  43 

Public  Health  Acts  506 

Revisits  P.H.A.  1,073 

Infectious  Disease  33 

Vans  etc.  17 

Re  Building  Licences  282 

Rat  destruction  36 

Hop  pickers  Camps  149 

Knackers  Yards  2 

POOD  AND  DRUGS  AND  SHOPS 

Food  Premises  104 

Other  Shops  15 

Ice  Cream  Premises  25 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  131 

Bakehouses  6 

FACTORIES 

Factories — Power  42 

Non  Power  20 

Revisits  2 

Interviews  326 

With  District  Sanitary  Inspector  18 


4,685 


HOUSING 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act  Nil 

Inspected  and  recorded  1,558 

Demolitions  1 

Houses  reconditioned  under  Housing 

Rural  Workers  Act  5 

New  houses  Erected  31 

Swale  R.D.C.  119 

Temporary  houses  16 


166 
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APPENDIX  D.  (Ref.  Page  16) 


List  of  Factories  and  Worshops  in  the  Swale  Rural  District. 


Bakers 

5 

Blacksmiths 

9 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairing 

10 

Brickmakers 

4 

Builders 

19 

Cider  Making 

1 

Coffee  Grinding 

1 

Cycle  Repairs 

2 

Fruit  Preserving 

1 

Garages 

25 

Gravel  Digging 

1 

Hairdressers 

3 

Ladder  Making 

5 

Packing  Case  Makers 

1 

Plumbers 

2 

Saddlers 

2 

Sandpits 

1 

Ship  Builders 

2 

Smiths 

2 

Spile  Makers 

8 

Tailors 

4 

Wash  Mills 

2 

Wharfs 

2 

Wheelwrights 

2 

Wood  Sawyers 

7 

121 


\ 
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APPENDIX  E.  (Ref.  Page  17) 

Meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


7  lbs. 

Liver 

Ulcerated 

16  lbs. 

Hind 

Heated 

10  lbs. 

Hind 

j> 

130  lbs. 

Hind 

99 

6  lbs. 

Liver 

Cystic 

212  lbs. 

Hind 

Heated 

6  lbs. 

Leg  of  Lamb 

Bruising 

9  lbs. 

Mesentery 

Decomposition 

11  lbs. 

Sheeps  plucks 

106  lbs. 

Hind 

Bruising  and  dropsy 

513  lbs. 


APPENDIX  F.  (Ref.  Page  17) 

Other  Food-stuff s  condemned  as  unfit  for  consumption. 


8  tins 

Meat  and  Vegetable  Ration 

Damaged 

2  tins 

Jellied  Veal 

Blown 

1  tin 

Tomato  Soup 

> 

4  tins 

Meat  Loaf 

99 

1  tin 

Meat  Paste 

99 

1  tin 

Veal  Loaf 

Damaged 

17  tins 

4  stone  Fish  Decomposition 


i 


I. 
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